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Intro to Psych Papers

● 4 Papers-1 per unit
● 1 page minimum/ 2 page maximum

o Page limit doesn’t include the Reference/s or Title pages
● Must be in APA format

o Font: Times New Roman/Size: 12 point
o Spacing: Double spaced
o Margins: 1 inch
o Page number top right
o Owl Purdue

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


Intro to Psych Papers
● This is NOT a creative writing class. No FLUFF

o Example: The Zimbardo study explored the idea of the anguish 
prisoners go through within the stressful structural ties of the 
intolerable prison system.

● Scientific writing is direct and to the point, creating 
links between the study and the conclusions you 
can draw from the information.
o Example: Zimbardo studied the relationship between the authority of 

the guards and the level of obedience of the subjects in the 
experiment. 



Intro to Psych Papers
● Citation

o In text citation, no direct quote
§ The 1971 Zimbardo study
§ Prison experiment . . . (Zimbardo, 1971).

o Direct quote
§ The 1971 Zimbardo study “. . .” (p. 12).
§ “Prison experiment . . . .” (Zimbardo, 1971, p. 12).

o 3 or More Authors
§ List the first author then et al.,

● Example: (Johnson, Smith, & Taylor, 1985); (Johnson et al., 1985)



Intro to Psych Papers
Reference Page

Last name, First initial (Year). Title.Journal,Volume (Number), Pages.

Example:

Smith, A. N. (2012). The interaction between videogames and violence in children. Journal of

Adolescent Psychology, 12 (1), 7-13.



Intro to Psych Papers
● Plagiarism
● Summarizing/Paraphrasing

Knowing when to cite:
● Not common knowledge
● Isn’t your thoughts/ideas

If you plagiarize, using one of the types explained on the 
website, the paper grade will be an automatic zero.

http://www.plagiarism.org/
http://www.plagiarism.org/citing-sources/how-to-paraphrase


Intro to Psych Papers
Grading Breakdown

● 5 points for proper APA citation

● 5 points for grammar, style, punctuation, sentence structure

● 15 points for content: Answering questions, critical thinking, 

analysis, thesis statement

● Total Points: 25



Intro to Psych Papers
You are welcome to give me papers to edit, 
HOWEVER, they must be given to me within 
48 hours of paper due date.

● Turn in a hard copy on due date


